
1 

 

Are Conditional Promises Contrary to Salvation by Faith? 

www.aubeacon.com 

 

Introduction: What must I do to be saved? 

   A. This was a question asked to the apostle Paul in the book of Acts. (Acts 16:30) 

Acts 16:30   30 And he brought them out and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" 

 

 1. Paul answered this question and then gave more specific instructions.  

               (Acts 16:31-32)  

Acts 16:31-32   31 So they said, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be 

saved, you and your household."  32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to 

all who were in his house. 

 

 2. Many have interpreted these verses to teach salvation by “faith only.” How can  

               we find a definitive answer in this controversy? 

 3. The answer will come by searching the scriptures on the subject of salvation.  

                Look at every passage in context and then see how to harmonize all passages.  

   B. This is a challenge to each of us to depend upon God’s promises rather than the  

        traditional beliefs of religious groups.  

 1. Many have never sought to study the Bible in this way. (Acts 17:11) 

Acts 17:11   11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they 

received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether 

these things were so. 

 

 2. A faith that saves must be our own! This faith can only be found by reasoning  

               from God’s word. (Rom 10:17; Jn 5:38-40) 

Romans 10:17   17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

John 5:38-40   38 "But you do not have His word abiding in you, because whom He 

sent, Him you do not believe.  39 "You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you 

have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me.  40 "But you are not willing to 

come to Me that you may have life. 

 

 3. My prayer is that each of you have understood and claimed God’s promise of  

               salvation. No one else can do that for you! 

 

I. Salvation by faith is contrary to a man earning salvation by his works 

   A. Paul expected all to understand that salvation is a gift by God’s grace. (Eph 2:8-9) 

Ephesians 2:8-9   8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 

yourselves; it is the gift of God,  9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 

 

 1. Salvation is conditional – it is “by grace through faith.” It is a gift of God. 

 2. Salvation does not come “of yourselves!” It is not “of works” where God is left  

               out and where a man “should boast.”  
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   B. Paul expressed the same thought in another passage. (Rom 4:2-7) 

Romans 4:2-7  2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast 

about, but not before God.  3 For what does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, 

and it was accounted to him for righteousness."  4 Now to him who works, the wages are 

not counted as grace but as debt.  5 But to him who does not work but believes on Him 

who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness,  6 just as David also 

describes the blessedness of the man to whom God imputes righteousness apart from 

works:  7 "Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, And whose sins are 

covered; 

 

 1. Salvation is conditional – it comes to the one who “believes on Him who  

               justifies” and is realized when ones “lawless deeds are forgiven” and ones “sins  

               are covered.” 

 2. Salvation does not come by “works” where salvation is “not counted as grace  

               but as debt.” There is no salvation by any approach where man “has something  

               to boast about!” 

   C. Men have often tried to stand before God on the basis of the works of the law. 

 1. This approach requires perfection. No man can do this. (Gal 2:16; 3:2, 10) 

Galatians 2:16   16 "knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by 

faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by 

faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall 

be justified. 

Galatians 3:2   2 This only I want to learn from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the 

works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 

Galatians 3:10   10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse; for it 

is written, "Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things which are written in 

the book of the law, to do them." 

 

 2. In this context the Law of Moses is considered. This principle would also be  

                true by any approach to God by law alone!  

 3. I must approach God by faith with the expectation to receive the free gift of  

               salvation.  Forgiveness comes through the blood of Christ. 

 4. Does this mean that I am saved by “faith alone” with no other conditions? 

 

II. Salvation by faith can only come through the conditional promises of God 

   A. We must ask a very important question: “When does faith save?” Many say “the  

         moment one trusts in Jesus.” What does the Bible teach? 

 1. Faith saves when a man responds to a conditional promise of God. When these  

     conditions are met he is then “calling on the name of the Lord.” (Rom 10:13) 

Romans 10:13 -  13 For "whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved."  

  

 2. This response by faith is called “obeying the gospel” and can only come when  

               one is taught the word of the Lord! (Rom 10:11-17) 
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Romans 10:11-17   11 For the Scripture says, "Whoever believes on Him will not be 

put to shame."  12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord 

over all is rich to all who call upon Him.  13 For "whoever calls on the name of the LORD 

shall be saved."  14 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? 

And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they 

hear without a preacher?  15 And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is 

written: "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring 

glad tidings of good things!"  16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, 

"Lord, who has believed our report?"  17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by 

the word of God. 

 

 3. On Pentecost Peter promised that “whoever calls upon the name of the Lord  

               shall be saved.” (Acts 2:21) 

Acts 2:21   21 And it shall come to pass That whoever calls on the name of the LORD 

Shall be saved.' 

 

 4. How did Peter tell men to do this? He gave a specific conditional promise that  

               men would respond to by faith! (Acts 2:38-39) 

Acts 2:38-39   38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized 

in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the 

Holy Spirit.  39 "For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar 

off, as many as the Lord our God will call." 

 

 5. This would be offered to every man forward that would seek salvation. This  

               very promise was made known to Paul who received it “by faith!” (Acts 22:16) 

Acts 22:16   16 'And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away 

your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.' 

 

 6. When you “call upon the name of the Lord” in baptism you are doing so “by  

                faith” and not as an act to “earn salvation” and thus to “be able to boast!” 

 7. Forgiveness comes to those who have “faith in the working of God” when they  

               are baptized. (Col 2:11-13)  

Colossians 2:11-13   11 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made 

without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of 

Christ,  12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through 

faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.  13 And you, being dead in 

your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with 

Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 

 

   B. Consider the confusion of those who are urged to offer the “sinner’s prayer.” 

 1. They object to baptism being the point of forgives because it follows faith and  

                it involves human effort.  
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 2. Some conclude that “if you subject to yourselves to any commands, as part of  

               your salvation” then you are seeking to be justified by “works.” 

 3. What then is the sinner’s prayer? This in itself is an act that follows faith. In  

                this case there is no Bible teaching or any example of anyone doing this! 

 4. Salvation by faith includes repentance, confession and water baptism. Did the  

     jailer just believe? (Acts 16:30-31)  

Acts 16:30-31   30 And he brought them out and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be 

saved?"  31 So they said, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you 

and your household." 

 

  a. He had to be taught what to believe! What did he do immediately?  

    (Acts 16:32-33) 

Acts 16:32-33   32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in 

his house.  33 And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And 

immediately he and all his family were baptized. 

 

  b. All that the jailer did was described as believing! (Acts 16:34) 

Acts 16:34   34 Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food before them; 

and he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his household. 

 

III. God’s Conditional promises are never an act of merit contrary to His grace  

   A. God through His promises teaches us how to “call upon” His name. (2 Pt 1:3-4) 

2 Peter 1:3-4   3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and 

godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue,  4 by which 

have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you 

may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world 

through lust. 

 

1. All of God’s promises have three elements: His grace, His power, and His word. 

2.  God gives us freely that which we could not do. This is always a gift of God’s  

     grace. Nothing is earned! Consider the walls of Jericho. (Josh 6:2; Heb 11:30) 

Joshua 6:2   2 And the LORD said to Joshua: "See! I have given Jericho into your 

hand, its king, and the mighty men of valor. 

Hebrews 11:30   30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they were encircled for 

seven days. 

 

3. God’s power is manifested by His authority (His name). We need God to act! 

4. God reveals His promises in His word. Consider Naaman. (2 Kgs 5:10-14) 

2 Kings 5:10-14   10 And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, "Go and wash in the 

Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored to you, and you shall be clean."  11 

But Naaman became furious, and went away and said, "Indeed, I said to myself, 'He will 

surely come out to me, and stand and call on the name of the LORD his God, and wave 

his hand over the place, and heal the leprosy.'  12 "Are not the Abanah and the Pharpar, 



5 

 

the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and 

be clean?" So he turned and went away in a rage.  13 And his servants came near and 

spoke to him, and said, "My father, if the prophet had told you to do something great, 

would you not have done it? How much more then, when he says to you, 'Wash, and be 

clean'?"  14 So he went down and dipped seven times in the Jordan, according to the 

saying of the man of God; and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he 

was clean. 

 

 5. When one by faith fulfills (obeys) the conditions of a promise of God, God then  

               will by grace fulfill His promise. God’s grace is received by an obedient faith! 

   B. Have you called upon the name of the Lord? 

 1. The entire Christian life is one lived by faith. (James 2:21-24) 

James 2:21-24   21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered 

Isaac his son on the altar?  22 Do you see that faith was working together with his works, 

and by works faith was made perfect?  23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, 

"Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness." And he was 

called the friend of God.  24 You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by 

faith only. 

 

 2. When we understand the power of faith we can have true assurance. 

 3. Many have never received the one baptism. (Eph 4:4-5; Acts 19:1-5) 

Ephesians 4:4-5   4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one 

hope of your calling;  5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 

Acts 19:1-5  And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed 

through the upper regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples  2 he said to 

them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" So they said to him, "We 

have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit."  3 And he said to them, "Into 

what then were you baptized?" So they said, "Into John's baptism."  4 Then Paul said, 

"John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they should 

believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus."  5 When they heard 

this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

 

Conclusion: Why not call on Him today?  

 


